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Dido and Aneas (Z. 626) is an opera in a prologue and three acts, written by the English Baroque composer
Henry Purcell with a libretto by Nahum Tate. The first known performance was at Josias Priest's girls' school
in London no later than the summer of 1688. The story is based on Book IV of Virgil's Z£neid. It recounts the
love of Dido, Queen of Carthage, for the Trojan hero Aneas, and her despair when he abandons her. A
monumental work in Baroque opera, Dido and ZAneas is remembered as one of Purcell's foremost theatrical
works. It was also Purcell's first opera, as well as his only all-sung dramatic work. One of the earliest English
operas, it owes much to John Blow's Venus and Adonis, both in structure and in overall effect.

Background and context

Before Dido and AEneas, Purcell composed music for several stage works, including nine pieces
for Nathaniel Lee's Theodosius, or The Force of Love (1680) and eight songs for Thomas d'Urfey's A Fool's
Preferment (1688). He also composed songs for two plays by Nahum Tate (later the librettist of Dido and
AEneas), The Sicilian Usurper (1680) and Cuckold-Haven (1685). Dido and Aneas was Purcell's first (and
only) all-sung opera and derives from the English masque tradition.

Libretto

Originally based on Nahum Tate's play Brutus of Alba, or The Enchanted Lovers (1678), the opera is likely,
at least to some extent, to be allegorical. The prologue refers to the joy of a marriage between two
monarchs, which could refer to the marriage between William and Mary. In a poem of about 1686, Tate
alluded to James llas Aneas, who is misled by the evil machinations of the Sorceress and her witches
(representing Roman Catholicism, a common metaphor at the time) into abandoning Dido, who symbolizes
the British people. The same symbolism may apply to the opera. This explains the addition of the characters
of the Sorceress and the witches, which do not appear in the original £neid. It would be noble, or at least
acceptable, for Aneas to follow the decree of the Gods, but not so acceptable for him to be tricked by ill-
meaning spirits.

Although the opera is a tragedy, there are numerous seemingly lighter scenes, such as the First Sailor's
song, "Take a boozy short leave of your nymphs on the shore, and silence their mourning with vows of
returning, though never intending to visit them more." Harris considers the callousness and cynicism of the
song to underline the "moral" of the story, that young women should not succumb to the advances and
promises of ardent young men.

Score

No score in Purcell's hand is extant, and the only seventeenth-century source is a libretto, possibly from the
original performance. The earliest extant score, held in the Bodleian Library, was copied no earlier than
1750, well over sixty years after the opera was composed. No later sources follow the act divisions of the
libretto, and the music to the prologue is lost. The prologue, the end of the act 2 'Grove' scene, and several
dances, were almost certainly lost when the opera was divided into parts to be performed as interludes
between the acts of spoken plays in the first decade of the eighteenth century.

Source : Wikipedia



Libretto by Nahum Tate.
First known performance : no later than summer 1688

Characters

DIDO (or ELISSA), Queen of Carthage soprano

BELINDA, her sister soprano
SECOND WOMAN soprano
SORCERESS countertenor
FIRST WITCH soprano
SECOND WITCH soprano
SPIRIT soprano
AENEAS, a Trojan Prince tenor
SAILOR tenor

Chorus (with dancers) of Courtiers, Witches, Cupids, Sailors.

Scoring

Violin I, Violin Il, Viola, Continuo

As no manuscript of Dido & Zneas from Purcell’s hand is left, ornaments, phrasings, bass figuring
or dotted (or over-dotted) notes may have been added by former editors.

This edition is based on the editions by Novello (1889) as well as Oxford University Press (1987).

The bass figuring is based on the edition by Oxford University Press (1987).
The figured bass realization is based on the edition by W. W. Norton (1986).

This edition may be freely distributed or copied.
Your donation on IBAN CH57 0900 0000 2503 1896 9 is very welcome!
Sincerely, Manuel Gerber
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22 ECHO DANCE OFf FUIBS ...ttt e e e e 42
Scene 2 : The Grove
23 RILOINEGIIE ... et e e 45
24 Belinda, Chorus : Thanks to these Ionesome vales ..........ccccoovieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 45
25a Second Woman : Oft she visits this lone mountain ..............c.cccceeueeiveeiieniieeennnnn. 47
25D WOMEINI'S DANCE ...ttt e et e e ean 48
26 AEneas, Dido : Behold, upon my bending SPear ..........ccccccceeeeieeieeeeeeiiiiasieeeeaeeeeenns 50
27 Belinda, Chorus : Haste, haste {0 TOWN ............cooueieeeieeiiieie e 51
28 Spirit, Aneas : Stay, Prince, and hear great Jove’s command .................ccccceeee. 54

ACT THE THIRD
Scene 1 : The Ships

29 A Sailor, Chorus : Come away, fellow Sailors ...............uueeeueeiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeene 56
30 THE SQIOF'S DANCE ... e e e e e e e e 60
31 Sorceress, First and Second Witch : See the flags and streamers curling ........... 61
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34 THE WHECHES DANCE ...t e e e e e 64
Scene 2 : The Palace
35 Dido, Belinda, /neas : Your counsel all is urged in vain .............ccccccuveevivceiennnnnn. 66
36 Chorus : Great minds against themselves CONSPIre .........ccccccceeeeeeieeeieeeeiiiiiianeeeen, 69
37 Dido : Thy hand, Belinda; Darkness shades me ..........cccccccuuceeiiiiiiiieeieiiiiianeeeen 70
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8 ACT THE FIRST
Scene: The Palace

2a - Belinda : Shake the clouds
2b - Chorus : Banish sorrow

Belinda
Soprano
Shake______ thecloud from off your brow, Fate your wish-es does al
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low; Em-pire grow-ing, Plea-sures flow - - ing, For-tune smiles and so should you. Shake____

the cloud from off_ your brow, Shake_  brow.
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ne'er ap - proach the fair, Ban-ish sor- row, ban - ish  care, Grief______ should ne'er ap-
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3 - Dido : Ah, Belinda, | am pressed with torment
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4 - Belinda, Dido : Grief increases

Mine ad-mits of no re - veal-ing.

the Tro-jan guest In-to your

Then let me speak;

Grief in creas-es by con-ceal-ing;
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Belinda

vive; The great-est bless-ing Fate can give, Our Car-thage to se - cure,and Troy_ re - vive.
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6 - Dido, Belinda : Whence could so much virtue spring?

Dido
Soprano
Whence could so much vir - tue spring? What storms What bat-tles did he
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ACT THE SECOND
Scene 1 : The Cave

14 - Sorceress, First Witch : Prelude for Witches
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15 - Chorus : Harm's our delight
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16 - Sorceress : The Queen of Carthage, whom we hate
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17 - Chorus : Ho, ho, ho! 33
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18 - First and Second Wich, Sorceress : Ruined ere the set of sun?
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19 - Chorus : Ho, ho, ho!
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54 28 - Spirit, A£neas : Stay, Prince, and hear great Jove's command
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ACT THE THIRD
Scene 1 : The Ships
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30 : The Sailors' Dance
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31 - Sorceress, First and Second Witch : 61
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62 32 - Sorceress : Our next motion
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34 : The Witches' Dance
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Scene 2 : The Palace

35 - Dido, Belinda, Aneas : Your counsel all is urged in vain
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74 39 - Chorus : With drooping wings

Sopranos
With droop - ing wings ye Cu - pids come, with droop - - ing wings, with
7> - 1l - T - T i —— ]
Altos |H{ey?—€ 15 ! & o o i ‘ —]
SV ul 1 I e
D) ~
With droop - ing wings ye
01 | ‘ — [ | e E—
I I I I | — I T I I I I ]
ALY [ C— e (e e ‘ o®® gle ¢ L [P o g #|
A4 I | | . I I | |
5) ' T ‘ " [ 4 — T I I
With droop - ing wings ye Cu - pids come, With  droop - ing
: ‘ i — T - ]
Basses ‘ j e I
S I 1 1
N ‘ ! e \
With droop - ing wings vye Cu - pids come,
() | ‘ L ‘ T L )
Sl e e e e - =SEEETE
<D e P e | ———— N~ ] ] \ \ ﬁiﬁj—’—‘—‘;
[ ‘ \ 4 ‘ \ T3J T
0 1 ‘ ‘
. P A I - - I I I
Violin Il |Hes>C—F—&— S > — } i \ \
SV * = [ & I I I I
D) e " 4 & ;}
) : \ — 1 ! l } ! \ }
VlOIa 5 i i . ‘? ; I I L I I I } é‘ '0\ z > I I I
N T T I \ = NP2 =
Continuo { 4 i = i
1 1
/ 6
r pr— A
I I I —~ ]
S i :
B |nNav I
) 1
droop - - ing wings, with droop - ing wings ye Cu - pids come, And
0 1 ‘
o D — I I I I I ]
A. |Hes>— e . S—— rd —— ‘ ‘ —] e —— 1 g
e —— S B & B B
~—_ #31 ~—_
Cu - pids come, with  droop - ing wings ye Cu - pids come, And

T \; }; I
1 ‘ ‘ \ b ‘ 1 \ T~
droop-ing wings, with  droop-ing wings, with droop-ing wings, with droop-ing wings ye cu - pids_ come,
y . | ‘
I I I — L I L ]
B. |E5=¢ ‘ 1 1 - \ \ P — — e o —& i
\C 1T I } 1 } i 1 i & 1 i i = 1
With droop - ing wings ye Cu-pids come, ye Cu - pids come,
'% } i 1 ¥ ¥ et } i 1 1 1 e — 7 N
. Fr—o— 2 :
Vin s> ———F—F+* = o & ¢ e e
5 | I T '“ [
H 1 ‘ | ‘
vin. I 7 Ill-)[’ \ — ¥ = ¥ o | 1 1 \ ‘ \ — \\7
Moot ——— " fa"
~ ‘ ! \ i LA [ [ 4 ™
Via. e T T,
| —— } I ‘ } ] o —2 Ze } i '—‘—ﬁﬁjﬁi

D~

| 1HEN
| 1HEN

o

Cont. { 75§ ‘ \ — 1 \ \ J = i &
‘ \
£

RaA )



\

Vin. |

Vin. Il

Vla.

Cont.

Vin. |

Vin. Il

Vla.

Cont.

scat - ter

ro - ses,

scat-ter,

scat-ter

ro

- ses on her tomb,

scat - ter

ro - ses,

scat-ter,

scat-ter

T g I g g T g I T
[T o ¥ T ¥ TNl ¥ & 1]

ro

her tomb,

- 8es, on

Soft,

and gen-tle

as__her

And scat-ter,

scat-ter

ro

- ses, on her tomb,

Soft, soft,

soft and gen - tle

And scat-ter  ro - ses, scat-ter ro - ses on her tomb, Soft, soft,____
r’ J— N g~ p— |
P i s s s } — - — P ——
I SR e R PR S _—
‘ === —— = \ ‘ \
0 1 ‘ ‘ ‘ [ ‘ | |
s s B —- e B B B s i j i j i o — —— |
e o | ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁvﬁ e
5 _ ST \ = — ‘ ! #
=1t e es, | » » * 7 = Ferfrls ) J ]
{2 P e e ———
R I 0 S R B = T - T cﬁ?——hg
o e = { = i i —]
pi— \ p= I I — —
Y ~7 N— N— - ‘ i
#

and gen-tle,

soft,

soft,

soft

, soft,____  and

gen - tle

as__ her

heart; Keep here,

soft,

soft

her

heart; Keep here,
|

___ and gen-tle, soft, soft, soft,  soft, soft,___ and gen tleas her
o o —~ o ) N~
G o o R i i et
) i T i ‘ 1 1 i T i — i ! T
9 b N— T T j O — f —— 'y f
e e e e e e e e e
g o [ [ [ I & g [ \ \
ry) \ R T’ vig 1® [ ® ~ — = <,
T
| Py | L L L
I T~ I I B — I I I
—& - - > P | | I — I — i&:
—< i T — L ——) i

~




76

23

~t ™ ¢ ~e 1~ g
u - Pas - - - L
»| © ] i ) o] i) N
' ' \ '
rl > Pan > > < PES
[0 [0] ) (0] [0} ™
MvH c c 2 c M-H n 2
i~ X < ~ N <
1l - im - 4 - - Vs
| @ o )| O N & i) N L]
] ] \ ]
rl > s > > > Vs i
) o ™ ™~ N
L) e o N2 ™. 2 L) ™ | |
(i © T © © © T
IR = ™ < ® < L in f N L
) S S ™ < ) S 10N ™ )
b o N N N N N
5 5 5 5
| = Y= = L IR o (Y || L)
2 2 2 2
.

I > 1~
| 1H R ™ o | 108 ™S
S T 3 3 A E— |1

> >
1] s o \([]] & o ] Il
Rl = 1| @ 1l < Hl o \\; [ YO Ll LI
{11 Hit < |l [ < [
|| a ||
| s 2 2 2 ]
L X o ¢ o L | 10N | 1HER L
X 4 4
9} 0 [ o)
o ol o o L
L] [0} G 1l © ) N | THE. [l
< < e <
~¢ ~¢ i~ i~
g g g g
L] ) [l o [l o [l o L] [ Y AL [
L] e L] Ny | e | e |
a B a aQ aQ L H
Pa P | primi
a3 8 3 ND AN N i) N
X X X X
or o o N TN
= =) = =
e L L L - 4
H- © © - © H © e H— H
2 2 S 2
5
o NG <3 o -
3 N 3 3 | (Y2 NG
> LT > > >
- o
. 11 5 . o ) . .
3 < 3 o i ol
< e e
-~ £ El.N
il al =~
o DL N e e
ya mmiP2
£ £
@ < = z = & =
£ c > Q
> = o

== p—— p——
= b= k= k=
® ® ® 0 o 0 o) o o)
a a a a
== e e
£
, W | TR N
)
e) 1 [ 1 ~¢
2
°
=
W | 1RES
£ £ k= 1 k= 1 11 1
®© ®© © M © L) 7 NEE L
a L a % LT o LT
| iy
= LT [ o | o [l LT B
) [ @ ™ @ A
] 1 1 ' A1HH
> RN > > . > . 1] .
) ) [0) )
c c c T < M T A = O
o p/a o —
) ) _1
Viai - | - . L]l |
' ' © v o w— N L)
I 1 1 I
: 11Ys RS
) Al ) > > [ | 11
c c 0] [l © || L) || =
c c
~y
N - N - T ||
] ] 5] o] ™ N —
3 s 5 fN| B n o L b i
@ ™ 2 o @ mNg ™ ™
W ~ ~y
o |l o o pY o L Ll Pl
o ™ @ [} o N | 1N _H
5 N B 3 fh 3 - w7
c ™~ c c c o >
ke] P e] ko] he] p Panl Wini
c c c N C N A
® ® ®© ® Ly
o~ B o~
k=) L =4 k=) b= _ L _
® ® ® | ®© L e
o Q Q Q
= [ . P an . Pan
9] [9) [0} ) | N
- 1
! \ ' '
> | > > | > . 1
) ) ) ) | o
c c c c
-~ L Lt 4 L
- N
<N o a NEe a
ya AN ya
4 = £
< o = = 8 =
£ c S o
> = O





